
TAIWAN SEMICONDUCTOR AND THE NEW GEOPOLITICS 
OF THE 21ST CENTURY

A Hybrid Event by Dr. Honghong Tinn
Taiwan rose to global prominence in high-tech manufacturing since the 1990s. In this 
talk, Dr. Tinn will present a history of the founding of Taiwan Semiconductor Manufac-
turing Company (TSMC), and the multiple origins of the “dedicated foundry model,” in-
dependently created by Morris Chang and Robert H. C. Tsao in the 1980s. The talk also 
discusses how various parties in the United States and Taiwan deemed TSMC’s high-end 
chips valuable resources in 2022 to cultivate international support for Taiwan.

This event will be held synchronously in-person & online via Zoom.

September 26, 2024. 5-7 pm (AZ time)
•	 Attend in-person at Harvill 415, University of Arizona
•	 Or to attend virtually, please register at:

•	 https://tinyurl.com/44rhzksj or scan the QR code:

Dr. Honghong Tinn is an assistant professor in the Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering and the Program in the History of 
Science, Technology, and Medicine at the University of Minnesota Twin 
Cities. Her research interests are in the areas of the history of electronic 
digital computing, Cold War, econometrics, and science, technology, and 
medicine in East Asia. This talk draws on chapter ten of her forthcoming 
book, Island Tinkerers: Emulation, Innovation and Transformation in the 
Making of Taiwan’s Computing Industry (MIT Press, 2025).

INFO:  ceas.arizona.edu
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